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SUBJECT: RTG ADVISES AAFLI AND FES TO SUSPEND ALL WORKER EDUCATIONAL 
PROGRAMS 

1 . AAFLI REPRESENTATIVE INFORMED EMBOFF THAT HE HAD BEEN PHONED 
BY DEPARTMENT OF LABOR (DOL) DEPUTY DIRECTOR-GENERAL PHON 
UDOMPHONG REQUESTING "UNOFFICIALLY AND AS A FRIEND" THAT AAFLI 
SUSPEND ALL LABOR EDUCATIONAL ACTIVITIES (E.G., SEMINARS AND 
DISCUSSION GROUPS) FOR THE NEXT SEVERAL MONTHS, "UNTIL THE 
LABOR SITUATION HAS NORMALIZED." AAFLI REP SAID THAT PHON TOLD 
HIM THAT HE (PHON) WOULD ALSO BE MAKING THE SAME "REQUEST" TO 
THE FRG EQUIVALENT OF AAFLI, THE DRIEDRICH EBERT STIFTUNG (FES), 

AND THE ILO. 

2. FES REP IN BANGKOK INFORMED EMBOFF THAT HE HAS NOT BEEN 
CONTACTED BY ANYONE FROM DOL BUT HAS INDEED RECEIVED THE SAME 
MESSAGE THROUGH HIS COUNTERPARTS AT THE DEPARTMENT OF TECHNICAL 
AND ECONOMIC COOPERATION. HE ADDED THAT SUCH RESTRAINTS WOULD 
CAUSE FES TO CURTAIL SEVERELY ITS PROGRAMS IN THAILAND, SINCE 

FES ACTIVITIES CONSIST PRIMARILY IN ORGANIZING LABOR EDUCATION 
SEMINARS. ILO REGIONAL ADVISOR FOR LABOR RELATIONS SAID 
THE ILO HAD NOT BEEN APPROACHED BY ANYONE AT ALL CONCERN- 
ING THIS PROBLEM, AND HE WAS SURPRISED TO LEARN THAT AAFLI 
AND FES HAD RECEIVED WHAT ARE IN EFFECT ORDERS TO CEASE 
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AND DESIST IN THIS AREA. HOWEVER, ILO ADVISOR ADMITTED 
THAT THE ILO HAD NO REPEAT NO WORKER EDUCATIONAL ACTIVI- 
TIES SCHEDULED FOR THIS YEAR. 

3. COMMENT: DDG PHON IS THE MOST PRO-LABOR OF THE DOL TOP 
BRASS. ALTHOUGH HIS TELEPHONE CALL TO AAFLI WAS MADE AS A 
"FRIENDLY REQUEST," AAFLI REP IS SURE THAT THIS REQUEST 
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IS AN ORDER. COMING AS IT DOES IN THE WAKE OF THE CANCEL- 
LATION OF SEVERAL LABOR SEMINARS WHICH HAD BEEN SCHEDULED 
OVER THE LAST THREE WEEKS, IT CAN ONLY SERVE AS FURTHER PROOF 
THAT THE RTG IS DETERMINED, AT LEAST FOR THE TIME BEING, 

TO KEEP LABOR ACTIVITIES TO THE BAREST MINIMUM SHORT OF 
DISSOLVING ALL UNIONS AND FORBIDDING ANY WORKER ASSOCIATION 
WHATSOEVER. 

WHITEHOUSE 
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